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pected in town every day2; but I still think it probable that he will go to Scotland. That country is very clamorous for it. If the King does send him, it should not be with that sword of mercy with which the present family have governed those people. All the world agrees in the fitness of severity to highwaymen, for the sake of the innocent who suffer,- then, can rigour be ill placed against banditti who have so terrified, pillaged, and injured the poor people in Cumberland, Lancashire, Derbyshire, and the counties through which this rebellion has stalked ? There is a military magistrate of some fierceness sent into Scotland with Wade's army, who is coming to town ; it is General Hawley. He will not sow the seeds of future disloyalty by too easily pardoning the present.
The French still go on with their preparations at Dunkirk and their sea-ports ; but, I think, few people believe now that they will be exerted against us : we have a numerous fleet in the Channel, and a large army on the shores opposite to France. The Dutch fear that all this storm is to burst on them. Since the Queen's making peace with Prussia s, the Dutch are applying to him for protection ; and, I am told, wake from their neutral lethargy.
We are in a good quiet state here in town; the Parliament is reposing itself for the holidays ; the ministry is in private agitation ; the Cobham part of the coalition is going to be disbanded ; Pitt's wild ambition cannot content itself with what he had asked, and had had granted * ; and he has driven Lyttelton and the G-renvilles to adopt all his extravagances. But then, they are at variance again "within themselves : Lyttelton's wife 5 hates Pitt, and does not approve
2  To   take   command   in   view         * He wished to be Secretary at of   the   projected   invasion   from     War.
* T,     ,                        6 ^y Fortesoue, sister of Lord
Dresdei1. signed     Clinton, first wife   of  Sir   George Lyttelton.    Walpole.le surrendered on Dec. 29.and widow
